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Director’s Report

by Ralph Naveaux


The Museum welcomed 1,007 visitors during the month of March, setting somewhat of a record for the quiet time of the year.  This figure is 50% higher than the year before and more than double our visitation in 2004.  75 visitors came from other states, including Ohio, Nebraska, Colorado, California, Florida, Virginia, Kentucky, and Illinois.  There were also a few Canadians and one person from Ecuador.  No doubt the numbers were helped by several group meetings at the museum and by our sugar bush event at the trading post.  We are hoping the trend continues, although April has gotten off to a rather slow start.


Although we took a budget hit this year, we are still able to take on two new part-timers for the summer, and we’re looking forward to filling our museum secretary position, which has been vacant since the first of the year.  We’re also still looking for generous donors to help us secure the Verhoeven Collection.  


This is the time of year when county departments start thinking about their next year’s budget.  Capital Improvements is usually the first item on the list.  Last year’s requests for tuck pointing of the downtown museum and adding parking to the battlefield were not funded, so I’ll be resubmitting those.  


We also need to do quite a bit of painting, both on the museum window frames along 2nd Street and on the trading post buildings.  Another problem is that there are quite a few dead or dying ash trees, perhaps 40 or so just at the trading post.


Visitation will pick up again in May, as teachers schedule class tours and we prepare for the summer tourist season.  The Battlefield Visitor Center is already open on weekend afternoons, and the Veterans Museum at Heck Park will have their grand opening at noon on Saturday, May 6.  The public is invited to see the many changes and improvements that have been made to the interior of the museum.  The veterans will be giving tours and will have some light refreshments on hand.


Also in May, as part of Michigan Week, there will be a timeline event at the Sawyer Homestead, in honor of the Sawyer Homestead Organization’s 30th anniversary.  Several groups are participating, including your museum, the Friends of the River Raisin Battlefield, the Michigan Cavalry Brigade, the River Raisin Chapter of the Michigan Archaeological Society, the French-Canadian Heritage Society, the Dundee Mill Preservation Society, Banner Oak School, the Monroe County Labor History museum, and others.  The event takes place Sunday, May 21, from noon to 4pm.

__________

River Raisin Timeline

a diary of local news & events of

1806
by Ralph Naveaux

Maumee, March 25, 1806:


On March 23, the Corps of Discovery, also know as the Lewis and Clark Expedition, left their winter accommodations at Fort Clatsop near the Pacific Ocean and began their long eastward journey back across the North American Continent to their starting point at Saint Louis, Missouri.  


Two days later, on March 25, United States Post Master General Gideon Granger appointed Lewis Bond to the position of Deputy Post Master of Miami, in the “State of Ohio.”  Bond took the appointment in stride.  He had already been appointed Customs Collector for the Port of Miami on January 7, 1806, and Justice of the Peace of the District of Erie, Territory of Michigan, on February 5.  

Although constantly complaining that the old-time French and British residents of Michigan got preferential treatment, he and other Yankee immigrants were collecting an impressive array of appointments on their own account.

Compared to the Corps of Discovery’s exploration of the Louisiana Territory, this mixing of jurisdictions between Michigan Territory and the State of Ohio along the Maumee River seemed of little concern at the time.  It would, however, lead to a serious border dispute when Michigan was ready for statehood.  As for Lewis Bond, he would spend much of his time traveling back and forth between the Maumee and his administrative headquarters in Detroit.  (1)

On March 29, the federal government authorized the construction of a turnpike from Cumberland, Maryland, to Vandalia, Illinois, which would help open up the Old Northwest Territory to settlement and assist in westward migration.  Called by several names, the Cumberland Road, Great National Pike, or simply the National Road, construction of this first U. S. highway would not begin until 1811.  (2)

That same day, the U.S. Senate approved the appointment of John Griffin to fill the vacancy on the Supreme Court of Michigan Territory.  Although in ill health, Griffin was an excellent choice, due to his fluency in French and his five years of experience in the territorial court of Indiana.  He would not arrive in Michigan Territory until June.  This made little difference, however, as Judge Woodward was also absent from the Territory, and not expected to return until early September.

Knaggs Ferry, 12 miles north of French Town, on the Huron River, 1806:


James Knaggs and his new wife, Polly, had left their farm along the River Raisin to begin a new business venture.  James ran the ferry across the Huron River on the trail to Detroit.  Polly was in charge of the nearby Inn.  There were few white settlers along the Huron, which was separated from Detroit by the Wyandot villages of Brownstown and Monguagon, and from the River Raisin Country by the swamps stretching north of Swan Creek.  (3)


James’ first wife, Jemima Griffin, had died earlier that year, shortly after presenting him with his firstborn son.  Polly was James' second wife, the daughter of Antoine Robert and Therèse Drouillard.  Her family had long been friendly with the Indians, as were James' parents, who specialized in trading with the Indians.  


Although James spoke French and several Indian dialects, he would sometimes have fearsome altercations with passing Native Americans. Having lived his whole life in the Michigan wilderness, he was every bit their equal.  He was an expert woodsman, an untiring runner, and a fearsome wrestler.  As a veteran of the Battle of Fallen Timbers, he considered himself a patriot and would brook no criticism of the United States.


When angered, James Knaggs made a formidable opponent.  Six feet tall, 180 lbs of sinewy muscle, his jaws bulging from an abnormal quantity of densely-packed teeth, Knaggs' dark blue eyes would glare out from beneath his brown hair.  Fortunately, most of the time he was in good humour and enjoyed telling jokes and stories.  


One day five Indians showed up at the inn while James was out working in the fields.  They demanded whisky or rum, and brandished their tomahawks when Polly refused.


Somewhat intimidated, but undeterred, Polly retreated up the stairs, towards the attic, where some of the whisky was kept.  The Indians followed her closely, but hesitated to do her any harm.

One of the warriors then devised a stratagem calculated to scare their hostess out of her wits.  Emptying part of his powder horn onto the floor, he invited his comrades to do the same.  Reaching for his flint and steel, he then threatened to set the house ablaze.


The threat produced an unexpected reaction, however, as Polly came racing down the stairs, waiving a hickory splint broom.  Scattering the gunpowder across the floor, she then took the broom to the startled Indians, who retreated back out the door. (4)

________

1 Bond Papers, Michigan Pioneer and Historical Collections, Vol.37, Lansing: Wynkoop, Hallenbeck, Crawford Co., 1909, p 443-447.

2  The Cumberland Road was the first federal highway.  Today, U.S.-40 and I-70 now follow much of the original route.

3  Radtke, Peter.  “Just on the Edge of History.”  Unpublished paper, Small Collections, Monroe County Historical Commission Archives.  

4   Ross, Robert B., edit., History of the Knaggs Family of Ohio and Michigan...  Detroit: Clarence M. Burton, 1902, p 34-5.
__________

Trading Post Springs Back to Life

by John Gibney

One of our big goals for 2006 is to revitalize the Navarre-Anderson Trading Post (NATP) complex.  We wanted to try to do something at the site at least once a month.  We realized however, that we would have little funding and would need a massive influx of volunteers. 

With this criterion in mind, we decided to start the year with a very small-scaled event that would not be too dependent on weather for success. We decided to try to set-up a “Sugar Bush” or outdoor camp for collecting and making maple syrup.  

When we originally had planned the event in November, the trees were bare.  We knew there were maples by the leaves but we were not sure what kind. We contacted our friend Jennie Stanger, at the MSU Extension Service, to assist us in identifying our maple trees. Jennie grew up tapping trees in Vermont and sadly informed us that we only had one sugar maple.  All of the rest are silver maples.  I have tapped silver maples for years and know that they have a much lower sugar content and take much more effort to get syrup.  I also knew that the battlefield had a dozen silver maples we could tap, but again, the effort would require more labor than we had hoped.  

I tapped the sugar maple at my house in Ann Arbor on February 12th...  It started running on March 3rd.  I drilled over two dozen taps here on the Monroe County trees the next day.  Usually the trees immediately start dripping as you drill but none of the trees here were even damp.  I was getting over a quart a day up in Washtenaw while none of the buckets here had even a drip of sap!  

With only three days to go before the event, the sap came in on Wednesday, March 8th..  And when it came, it came in buckets!  Ralph was giving a program at the Battlefield at Noon on March 9th.. I emptied the buckets before the event and they were half filled just two hours later.  Indeed, by Saturday morning, we had gathered over three large ten-gallon garbage pails filled with sap.

Our good friend Geoff Hoerauf has tapped maple trees for the Troy (MI) Museum.  He graciously volunteered to lend his expertise to our program.  Geoff acted as chief interpreter and explained the entire process to the visitors.  Cathy Taylor showed up and cooked her wonderful traditional habitant pea soup and Historical Commissioners Dick and Jeannie Micka, and Alisha Cooley showed up in costume to interact with the crowd.

We hoped to have a dozen or so visitors for the event and were overwhelmed when well over 100 people showed up to “watch us boil water”.  It was a tremendous success and kicked off a great start to what we hope will be a tremendous 2006 season.

_____

Wigwam Update!

Our first planning session concerning the construction of our wigwams at the Navarre-Anderson Trading Post (NATP) complex took place on March 13.  We discussed several ideas concerning materials and construction.  We also decided to meet and attempt to build our first prototype on Saturday, May 6, beginning at 8:00am.  Don’t be put off by the hour however, if you want to sleep in some, showup any time before noon and we can probably find some work for you to do. Please contact John Gibney @734-240-7781 if you would like to participate in any aspect of this exciting community project.

_____

Wish List

As our budget has shrunk and our needs increased, the staff has tried to identify items that are beyond our current means but might be something our patrons could donate to us to make our programs more effective and efficient.  We divided our programs up into a number of categories and we are enclosing a list of things we need specifically for each grouping.

We have committed to using PowerPoint for our public presentations.  We need a POWERPOINT Projector and more monitors for our exhibits.  Chris did an excellent program for Women’s History Month, which along with Jim’s displays, received rave reviews from visitors.  Chris suggested that we get monitors that can run PowerPoint presentations to advertise our calendar of events, as well as specific programs such as Black History Month, Memorial Day, and Custer Week.

We need an updated DIGITAL CAMERA..  Our current model uses so much space that many of the pix we would like to show in our newsletter can not be published.

We need OPEN flags and signs for the Trading Post/Country Store and the Battlefield. We also need a new sign for the EBY CABIN.

As we head out into the woods and begin planting our gardens, we are sure to come up with other items that might make our museums and programs better.  Do not hesitate to stop in the museum and look over the list and add suggestions to the board.  Or call John Gibney @ 734-240-7781

__________

OLD NEWS 

by Jim Ryland

Monroe Democrat, Friday 21 September 1906

“Last Days of the old Waldorf Mill”

Historic Mill, for 70 years a Landmark of Monroe, Soon to be torn down to give way to a Modern Business Block.

  
 In the removal of the City Mills from the old building to a new home, or the Home of Lotus Flour, there is none of that tragic desolation which one feels at the ordinary razing of landmarks.  At least standing amidst the labyrinth of humming machinery and seeing every inch of the frame and heavy timbers tremble with energy, is a strong reminder of the excess of life is tearing down the structure; and after seventy years of robust existence, it now throbs to burst the limits of original confines, demanding for the garnered wealth of much larger space than formerly required.  Indeed the mill is like a strong body with a husky constitution, repaired continually by its own inward vitality; a busy, thrifty, wholesome place, like the men who have run it and who, working hard, laughing heartily, eating and drinking merrily and sleeping soundly, became well off and passed it over to a successor.  Constant reinforcing has, of course, been necessary in a building enduring ceaseless strain; floors are new, the offices have been entirely made over within a few years and the engine room is now built of brick in place of the former more insubstantial material, but the beams and rafters are those cut out by hand in the early days when surrounding forest contributed this valuable timber….

Built in 1836 by Judge Bacon, Ephram Frost and John Burch, who were among the crowd of ambitious Yankees coming at that time from New York and Vermont, it is representative of the early enterprises and one of the first really well put up places of business in the city.  These three contributed also in other waves to the building of the town; Mr. Burch building some of the ware houses and the brick store near the bridge at the corner of Front and Macomb, probably the first brick building in Monroe.  Of these men it is difficult now to get personal recollections.  Judge Bacon, however, was Mrs. Elizabeth Custer’s father and John Burch an uncle of F. A. Nims, at whose home, on Noble Avenue, he died in 1870.

So now and then along the muddy ways, called streets, where it was nothing unusual, even on Front Street, to see wagons stuck up to the hubs, here and there among the little wooden stores sprung up stalwartly built places, marking a new era that was soon so harshly smother the fragile decaying French work lying beneath.  These little wooden store houses, which the mill had for neighbors, a story and a half high, the upper and back parts serving as a dwelling for the merchant and his family; quaint entrances with short flights of wooden steps, wooden awnings that projecting out over the board walks, sheltering the inmates or passers from the sun or rain; together with peeked shingled roof and dull green shutters covering the many small panes, must have given the village that rustic appearance, that charming surrounding to the Arcadian tales, which in every country lie as the basis of its local literature.

Now the eastern Yankees brought a vigor before which the simple life quailed and having nothing but its picturesqueness to plead for it, gradually faded as might a delicate Watteau scene under the firmer strokes from the brush of a realist….”

I came across this article, copied out from the paper by Lynn Reaume, while researching buildings and homes for a new edition of the Walking Tour.  Waldorf’s Mill stood at the foot of Washington Street on Front Street with a Millrace behind and then the river.  A group called The Monroe Building Company built the building that replaced it.  In the years following its completion in 1908 it housed many businesses including Michigan Bell, Dunbar’s Grocery, and Diamond’s Men’s Wear. On the top floor for many years The Knights of Columbus had their hall.  The building is still functioning for office space now almost 100 years later.
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__________

FROM THE ARCHIVES

by Chris Kull

OBITUARIES ONLINE


An index to the thousands of obituaries on file at the Monroe County Historical Commission Archives is available online.  The project began in late 2003 and with the help of volunteers and museum staff, over 87,000 names have been entered into a database.  Right now surnames A-R are available however the rest of the alphabet is being entered and should be completed by the end of the year, at the latest.


Researchers can open the file through the County of Monroe Government home page, http://www.co.monroe.mi.us/. Choosing “ONLINE SERVICES” will bring you to the page where a click on “Obituary Search” will be accessed.  Entering a surname will result in a list of available obituaries for that surname along with (when known) name of spouse, parents names, death date and name and date of newspaper. 

An inquiry to Chris Kull, Archivist, with the deceased’s name will result in an obituary, sometimes more than one and perhaps other information available in the archives on an individual. Fees are $1 each for the first five obituaries and 50 cents each for additional obituaries.  


This site was created and is maintained by the Monroe County Historical Commission Archives.  It is a “work in progress” as obituaries are added on a weekly basis.  It is an index to an obituary file housed at the Monroe County Historical Museum.  This file contains obituary notices dating back to the 1830’s gleaned mostly from Monroe County, Michigan newspapers.  Sometimes the reference is to a memorial card.  Obituaries are not always very informative.  Some may be just a sentence stating someone has died. The Monroe County Historical Commission is not responsible for the accuracy or content of the obituaries nor for human error entering data.  The spelling of some names has changed over the years or the newspaper may misspell them therefore, it is recommended that various spellings be researched.  Although a lot of time has gone into this index and information has been checked and rechecked, death dates and dates of newspapers may also be inaccurate.  To obtain a copy of an obituary please contact Chris Kull, Archivist, Monroe County Historical Commission, 126 S. Monroe St., Monroe, MI 48161  e-mail chris_kull@monroemi.org or phone 734-240-7787.


The obituary file is the one file used the most in the Archives.  An index to the file will give researchers from all over an opportunity to see what is available on an individual.

__________

EYE ON EDUCATION

by Lynn Reaume

MICHIGAN WEEK, 2006

On Monday through Friday of Michigan Week (May 22-26th, 2006) the Martha Barker Country Store and the Navarre-Anderson Trading Post will open their doors to visitors from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. each day. Volunteers and staff will be on hand to give information, answer questions, and sell small merchandise and candy. Come see what’s new at these Museum sites!

On Tuesday evening, May 25th a program will be presented at Dorsch Memorial Library in Monroe by Lynn Reaume on the activities resulting from the grant received this year from the Michigan Art & Cultural Affairs. A “Fashion Show” of 1812 era clothing will be presented, and information on joining the “Frenchtown Tailors” 4-H sewing club available. Contact Dorsch or the Museum for particulars.

_____

LOG CABIN DAY

Saturday, June 24th is the 20th Annual Log Cabin Day in Michigan as sponsored by the Log Cabin Society of Michigan. The 1789 Navarre-Anderson Trading Post will be open for visitor tours from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. on that day. The hand hewn piece sur piece log construction can be viewed from both the exterior and interior of the building. 

Originally located in the city of Monroe, it was moved to the current site in 1972 and prepared for interpretation as part of an early settler farm and trading post, which was part of its use. Also on the site is the circa 1810 Navarre-Morris cabin which has been reinterpreted as a cuisine d’ete- a summer kitchen, which was a separate cooking area. Both buildings are clapboarded which was typical French treatment and often hides the fact of the building being a log cabin. The barn is a replica of a late 18th century barn, which used a variety of flooring treatments to differentiate places for animal keeping, grain storage, and work areas. Wooden pegs and large hewn beams were used in its construction in 1989.

Free Parking is available at the sister site of the Martha Barker Country Store, 3815 North Custer Road. The Trading Post complex is accessed by visitors by crossing a wooden bridge over the creek near the river bank. 

For questions or directions, call the main Museum at 734-240-7780.

_____

UPCOMING

Volunteers needed for hosting the Eby Log Cabin during Fair Week, July 30-August 5th, 2006. If you or your group would host a 3-hour time slot, please contact me as soon as possible. (If your group hosts the cabin all day, your club keeps the donations). This is a real circa 1859 German style construction cabin, used for generations by the Eby family, and others until it’s purchase and removal to its current site by the Monroe County Historical Society in the 1960s. Want to try something different with your family? Host the cabin and greet visitors to a real part of Monroe county history!

_____

HEARD ABOUT OUR 1812 SEWING PROJECT? 

We’re now preparing for the summer time sessions- which means WE NEED YOUR SEWER! We need youth who can sew to help us complete the 30+ frock coats we need to have done by September. This would be the perfect summer time indoor activity for your child (no younger than 10 years). We need boys and girls with sewing experience to complete this project! Sewing machines and all supplies are provided, but we need young enthusiasm for once or twice a week for a few hours. (Our hours are quite flexible). New classes are starting as soon as school lets out- so call the Museum now with your name and number, or with your questions! Come to Dorsch on Tuesday, May 23rd to learn more about the program, meet some of the participants, or view some 1812 era reproduction clothing. Look for our article in the free May issue of the “Monroe Journal”.
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Claudia R. hard at work  Photo by Lynn Reaume

[image: image3.jpg]



Julia D. preparing to sew Photo by Lynn Reaume
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Chloe K. pressing a seam Photo by Dave Grassley

VOLUNTEERS

If you would like to volunteer at the Monroe County Historical Museum, please call:

Ralph Naveaux

John Gibney

Lynn Reaume

Monroe County

Historical Museum
126 S. Monroe St

Monroe, MI  48161

(734) 240-7780 Phone

We need greeters, tour guides, interpreters, craftspeople, demonstrators, gardeners, and more.

__________

Articles for the Museum News
The Monroe County Historical Museum Staff would like to invite anyone who is interested in the history of the Monroe area to submit articles for possible publication in the Museum News.
Send articles to: 

Ralph Naveaux

Monroe County Historical Museum

126 S. Monroe St

Monroe, MI  48161

(734) 240-7780 Phone

Articles to be included in the July/August 2006 museum News should be submitted to Ralph Naveaux for his review by June 1, 2006..

__________

COMING EVENTS


     May

May 12
John Gibney @ Civil War Days in Howell

May 20

Farm Day at Navarre-Anderson

May 27-9
Civil War Remembrance Day at the Henry Ford in Dearborn


     June

June 24  
Log Cabin Day


     July

July 8-9
Campeau Company Event at Navarre-Anderson

July 28 to 
Monroe County Fair Week, Eby Log Cabin

August 5
& Martha Barker Country Store


     August

August 26-27
Jackson Civil War Reenactment         


     September


Sept. 9-10
Civil War Event at Navarre-Anderson

Sept. 16-17
Old Dundee Mill Living History Weekend

     October

Oct. 1-7
Custer Week in Monroe County

Oct. 20-21
Lantern Towers

& Oct. 27-8

Museum News
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